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HeY ¥ ¥9 J93T ¥%; HAE9 J 3 AOUT § 835 T4,
wﬁﬁﬁgwwggmwﬁamw
T HAT feg gg @ar €17

“8a! 85! Hae T ¥4 f5938 T A7, fam 3 &7 349;
for @ &% 29 & Ju; e few, formar 3 faad feg
TfIIg & T & miedet Jist & Jeoft a9 TR 17
HY fimrs feg ‘Sudms’ fer wim feg g9 = fiy
H, A feg 898 faor & ‘nirse & mee yaut <t
fsamedt feg It fimer 37| aef, argt 3 st feg g
BIT T AHST 51 | IE oIHT feg Hugr J faar 3, fer
3 GT &' 303 nidl AT S T=dT| 308 JEF 5%
IS3 FI TAST UEdT 3T €& it § grfos &Jat |

Ig Aoy 3 I5 udr g87 o3 Gawt & Efimr fx
89t 3 Aot It ¥ & AIf3 feu fAost feamaasT
BTt I, 8AT &% H Y <37 J AfeT I, €97 I Awr
JI A, usAT /| 39 »iedn o8 vy 8 a9 fex
feawwaﬁr@mﬁ'ﬁfeaﬁwmzmm
8a<t A9 fem 9 |aﬂso(de'2rf6(@zra—5’8€r€
feg aH® JuTr A fecdt § ARRIT &% Tamr
udt 9, fer a9 fa €9 HedsT § g feufer T
At for &< gar 2 ¥feg feg g3 gcaT I IAT T,
7= %, e A9, fex fea & Aer AT &ft I
MUE my & 95T TR J1 A oI5 AA9 feg st
Fe I 3 IH 7 IJ I8, g Ay & T T9IEY
o fex gfamrat g5 1

A, A€ 3% IA Af399 At 9 gy &8 =%
% &< &4t fease, AE 3 A3 Hf € »iedn feg
S5'J &4t ¥, 3T 39 3A fed, THeH fage I Ao
J? vifzust fage 3 Aae I 3 #A9 & fidt & Aew
gz ug A I7
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Haar, &3 Af3qY At *fde 76 & AT e fes
‘awam}?—q"a?ﬁ@ fes(Eﬁ?ﬁﬂwam"—t'Hﬂws
gov feu Afsag =t & 73 v F a?ﬁ,ﬁmﬁ?g
ws’?%a”?ﬁ%weaﬂﬁam?ﬁ?w%%(ﬁﬂﬂa
fog I 3um &7 99| T wAH &7 IT1 AR AT
T TIgg efgnret Dot HEhe & gadnt Is, €ae
Har9 feg &t Iy &€ TI°?
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Yy T % &% &d 9%ia few @ &9 fidt ©
TIAS A9 I Ffg AJAr fx AST 5t 99 & vy
%, wiE fig It
FI3T YIY TT I AHS o II3T, A9, THIAI
g | feg 3078 A9 few €97, T57 3 fow feg vt
IS 94| HTGHT H L AHT o famr I, A9, few 3
fermar feg €fowt Iz | AT 39 IAT A93T YTy ©
WMEIH § 7S & IHS I&d, TSI 3 ardtaret feg
FH TTHS &I a9 BT, A€ 3 AT few 3 fonmar §
89 adl 9 B¢, I II JIIB IT A et IJ T I
ITET 3T <t 99 ©F Hew feg I5 1|
3T 3 A9 iws It &I FIf3 & feaag a9d
g3fg uE = &y fies I fb5S 7af3 I3 & g
Al | AHEd Eoff Bigdh »yE oAt & g37 937 ot
3t 3 I3 3 feaag 9d fedd I 78 3 93T yay
T WEIH § AHS J JJ © %19 *9 Ag & f3us 9|
- Y. YyI& fiw I3=sl, fse-1
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gg-Udt FHAE Y. y3s fRw

Y. yIs fiw et mfos © fefsom feu few
mmaﬁlﬁﬂm%—ﬂ =T 3
Jrearg & St 3 fedus muRs & MUY wigfew
Jarst Arfos Gug fex wifife 2y &ar gt J1

AT 1881 E. § ISt IHT FlA9H T HEH
Ifenr, fam T digenst fefsam, @7 € H3393T HaH
3 IHEedt UH T Quset fefsom I, dla 8R =9 17
SJ<dl, © G feos H. &939 w3 H3T ugHT
o<t T g[fo feu fawr nigese (ufarss) T fea 22
g fUs A®ds feg, Hed @ T I%A ©F 76H
Jfenr, fA § FoH 3 Ft fodas & vos F=t 3
SHAST HYAME & U 99H, HJ'6 I3, BU sux
3 gl It © Yf3sT § A9 w9 fE3T A Gt
3 ygdt 3 UaHt, Lﬂé]ﬁ%wrruﬁ'ro( YH?JFﬁS’EEI’Fﬂ
fams-fefamrs, awr 3 ARfgst § fed foors Jast
&% Wy fenm A

ngeTge @ »iE-oni® o fedt 89 ufesg
g9st 9, fig dfor s 3 Arfgst & fagt § gfonr
HY, g 3afies € fere-fefenms feg ygg 3 daH ©
3% 3 fomms &% eAxdAT &, feq gn g aw< feg
& I g0t U9s® € s fowt § fed Hed few ud
fas At
WA mw&azmmmfwww
&t e Few, U3 . yds fiiw & 8r <t fem nrem
3 AT & vy 3T HE “3F Zarg HE uIes JI1 3B
wﬁmﬁa%awﬁmzmﬁgaﬁ
wizg &dt I, HeesT feg ot 3 &t Bundz 17

ygs fiw gedhrt fiz € o<t o U3 | I9en™d

€§Téawm&%amﬂtﬁwwwﬁw3m
St3t, 39 g9hT © niH.Et. Ags feg 857 & fiss um
aﬂ?lwwﬂfew?rﬁﬂfeﬁ*@ﬁrm%ﬁr
meﬁmmwmﬁﬁ
ASE HE fonr At gesfist 3° Hex um =13t 28
83" © AewsH® He €3 fea wesr mer et Qadt
aet| Bat & femsdt Ast €3 mEtt 3 9 3T T
o 391 3A<9 ot 3 €7 < »muE ufged I Gast
o <5t 3T 799 @ fAag I & oudt fHUTg aret Ht |
HuH-Te® yde fersdt At € oHege! feg g< famr
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3 R § IIx fersdt © fogar 937 HAH, &8l 3
HABH SHl rfenT |

yJs fiw feg uaret 493’3 fegafentt usts! Tgaft
639 H3393T Y<H T JE HT| 8gT @ HT = fes
Aargt 3T fems e/ nifenr| g9 Hf wiue g9 <
It &t Ad HA9 © AZ Sfownit Tt ATST 89 HaeT J|

1899 €. feu Bt & fEeg um a1371 yIs fAw fex
aﬁﬂﬂﬁgmﬂxgeﬁaﬁml 89 niFTgE
au“rEHT&aﬂm ﬁﬂaaa@wabmaw%f
féﬁmme‘f@@%ﬁﬂ&ﬁwezsﬁ@feﬂe
fefon® &gt gfenr fomm1 €8 It €3f & HE A=
yfito Aa®s AeHt I Shog &% dfenr, fagh €
Y3e nidls 8T T3 gT T |

Y. yIs fAw aes fefomis © It fimm adt As, €9
fere fomrs, f93%, ggH, Afo3 3 & © Usx 3
U9y ¥ dE | ©H a3t &% Gt v fHuT Auda Hi
Wy gatedfidht &% 8r &t wifiic Afs merfuz J
Ja A

AeHt 91 Si9g T IEf3-TI9Hs Y. Y9 w2 U9
vied Ht| gH 98 Byt feu aut-feammtt @& fogere-
otz & 93837 H, ﬁﬂﬁﬂ@ﬂ#ﬁmw
3 Teift-Ay few 3uels a9 fogr A dA 3 69
fea fiy df3g © QU feg Aums Un A ug 88 8 ws-
H& 3 & 3 JIg gASTT T Afond g€ & 1903 &,
feg dag ug3 »i3 w3fent® & o 3Tt '3 J9at
3 fg37 yare i3t

1904 €. feg 4. yIs fAw & Jfonst fies o6
3T By fea wHz I RISt gt 3 fefamrat,
a3t ATfEd, FHTAT, UIIAT M3 AHH HUTR
A5 | fegreg BT fex ggudt Afusag As| €af &
Ales fox nieara fies At 8 wfenret fenast
ad" A5 | BT 3T fagau famn © fex #3397 Aost ©
183 A5 8T Sladhntt & yA™ &% Jg © dfent
@ yrr © BETEr A | midH HEw oo feuds @,
9T Eoft 391 TwaIE’ feg fdar g fag de Ifg Aae
5| 7e 8gt niargwt 3HT feg Thundering Dawn &
mﬁﬁ??@ﬁaﬁ@waﬁmﬂm
goet g Sadtas fzﬂfrf—c'@z@ s fogas
3T famar |
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8g f&£8 aag3t 3 3ex Fe fa wa feo fam
AfGWTHT T »uH™s S9TTH3 &d1 A Jde WS Wd
¥ 33 37 g5 e A1 UT T UH JHBOS €8
far faardt & 2adt 3 A feg ednt fognit
3 niEE FILRT BT 30 JUT ¥ F e nidHt uHt
VB3< I |
3 ot far fefamrmat &% 3 &t 37, yTee w3 et
Ufs3 gafents wiHE. a1 feg A9 Hoe fenast
Y. yIs fiw = g3fexd Af3a a9e A |

1912 €. feg yds fHw = Afges It A UrArdt
T niftmsng o<t 3et S5 fiw &% dfenm 8
E'TLI?JWWU WWH?WWT%HW

3 gt Jonfs mfom wies w fea@ @

HUTWUTFHE&']B'U ey Adt nieEt feg Y. yIs
8t & HyA= © niféus »iug 75|

Y. y3e fiw =9aft Hos 3 sAsr ;s fan
3 ydT 3t & Aol AT ug fon & fugsar adt A
ge Aaelr| get 9 TRy e ya=t ua (Oriental
Writer) s uS . U3s fHw & Aee < fogws fort
AT 3 ydieT BT WA Mufex | A& feder a<is 3
Aar3 fenmft /1 €% T wiftmis & U39 993 Haw
3 fer® AT 3 UsHt Afos-Tdr@s @ 80 NS AT
Y. yIs ity viaroedt, fdet 3 Jardt st € ouw
As | Urardt s few €5 3 U@ B, ¥F AT, ¥B
UF 3 U nAHST dar nife YRS ¥& nide ASat
gv fou fou q fea facamt 3 feduz o 39t fem
yAsat fer ya9 I5: TR 39 A3, 99 € AT 34,
yIst arfe & w3, 996 aHs, ARTHE IH Stag &
HE, v &% Jarat fex gufag, Aaent #3t, fgsT
gt mitort wfe | fegt 83 Joe=t few 89 fem
UTTIE 713 3 et We 3 AT wigd 3 faaHs I |
fest feg A S er i3 S Hge T I A8 3
eﬁ%ﬂa’aﬂﬁmnwmﬂ—ﬁ@m%z%aw—a’
ATfJ3-Hars & »iHlS, nife 3 e Agrer feamm I

Y. Y35 iy & & J9& = U9 55 s JI
fezr feg 8T fox &< urgr @ ¥l fA9Ax 6 ni3

faous fAw o feue Ja: “feg fod uAsa It 4.
yIs fiw &t e Afosd 83637 ©f At 3aet 7 3
R 3 Hifsa Arfosa fd=x € 39 '3 AT &et AU
9 fedt I s €9 fimrs fer feg ©F aF O, €at
It BT =7 yoiar o3t famr 317

Sudas uAsa feg 7 T< & Aa3-yfifu 9% a3
Jifie T nigee I A fg 9u3 337 &1, H3it 7
ST ¥asT 3 Hed ymy 9T I 5T St mitort
wifemr I fem feg fig 9w-9A, dfes, g3faa 3
dfen J1 €8 ‘fersdt’ snit Sndt afesT feg Uamw
3 U399 © Afgnmoax for farciama ot 96| gt
dnft fesret feg fHY niftmmsHe™® © 52 JU € ¥%
TeY S99 I | ‘II6 aHE €37 Hr@rmﬁarf‘e—f
H 39 difde fiw & © niehs Siat S Asfodt
MEMT 3 X T BHAT 3 ABdt © YIH oF fEHIET
ferag T

Y. yIs fiw T U9t feg gre-ga9 A1 o =t
& fea gt &t A feae | 1918 &t feg ufonrs,
1919-23 €. 3 =BT oAz feg w3 1926 1.
feg TmHiT © Hoew uA A9t JistI e €3 @
HI% IH & n8er 8T niied fag €8 feg Ae18a
fex ngs ®¢ I AS39 I9 © A As, A fan &t
nUtadlT FgBE e Il 39 &t A | fogere-
HSST YU3 a9 dat Hel Hol YMT3HT 3 g& ©f Hag
s HAgEr efon=t o & Ieeiedt feg g 3Ifg
Foret T1

1926 €. feg ga 8. 13/19 HYYST (UfaAs®) f<g
A AIAS & 85F 3 15 HI9, I wg arGE wet
&3 U9 nfesd 93, UfgraH 3 Hoa3 & Sare Ia
g 3 IF A B IT UT Aoz Afosa 3 Tfed-03
Y. y3s fAw © g9 vieg 37 Ifimr Ifenr A, BR 3
3o faast rast 93 Aol AT dew fedhrt yrsat 3
yIf3nft T 29k »iuE 3% Agfant fex €5t 8f ¥
F, 99 T HAT MBEET B4l

BT Ifen™ ATT g9y 2T fie e gt

¥9 © Ao few €3f § ufexd € Ja1 & nifrar
Wﬁmm@wam(mtﬁ)ﬁg
f@niter famr, fiE feg uae Jag §, ydret AAfgST
3 T H9s TH, HAS HE, aAd=t 3 niase,

Tr93d feg ufa® wisy, foea® 3 feduz foduag|
ey 3 fewe 4. ygs fifw & E8gadt feg &
mmﬁmw&?@mwaﬁl TheSp/rlt
of Oriental Poetry UA3X Sug 9T Sgfonf,
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AH 993 ©H Mg

IC 3 ISt TRIITII

gy fog I fa HHa3T aae
7S frox »idt oqdt ==t
€T 90 IT UsEs I I
forer g2 € I fa 7
>H uggg 3 fede s
Gg AfEFT § yuz I &
IS 3 Uds YH HGU
J I ?Y AU HI3 H!
grHlg feg fea goHem oW Uf33 |, HHZ feaar
fea »f3 © fous| @AY o% € 5 uA3al ¥ Jfas
3 918 feg 3199 ©f U3H Bed | Id 2 ynAr Jeit
IJ 3 I 3 T figler 39, ug wif3 a7 SS6H|
398 &< ¥ Jfd us o et ISt endt ¥J1 "¢ 99
a5d w2t & fea ‘919 3fe wizT I famr 3t EFS
YA g8t Mgl foftmr 9-- “39 wife g
gy o Ut ufenr, ©° G5 yger € He Ul 99
I FIr Mfe| HOt < g9 I I | W Haif3
HiG! 7e feg aH Us T3 JIrs S U € U3 J
famr 3t ‘Aoz €t g9 I Inr Teitmr 31 e feg
feR B3z yay @ Afsdar 3 amia feg firdt esh of
AU HAf3 +F | feH 98 yay, fen HY < wiHT € A
fast It ﬁmmmwﬁ@@aﬁéﬁmw@
3 =9 Heg feg fay fo3 @U%’HHIHWT—R?@TE’
& f199 = Ht 99 g wfoy feg 9t Ot 3
wAT 3 Ut g 3t yaHafaa JarE3T 3 wiMtdt
<t fegar ot I, I BE ARG dars3TEl 3 niidt;
feq 29 919 997 3 HIE'ET Hed g He 3T Ed Bfad
3 famr 3 wis et 3 murte dt Idt fa €S & fea
gfent @ 93 wr famm fog e ardte 3% 35
fggr "I How'd & Ht »ret {9 98 g¢ 98 I8 Har
AL, 3t g T AT 88 § I8t doe T
Ul wiy Ft It B F wr fanr 3 e 29 3 v
AT MG 88 ALt B! MG HG nifemt &, »G
feg It yr BE, IO IIH Is| f£T Hea GH ©
83 feg HEJ & 8¢ I I IS & BEMT| A€ HIT®
S Ho U 3t Slgg € et 7w F W I B
et W BIst € Ho W 378 ©d duer fimr g, Hig
I I U 89 &d HIT' €, del gAg fomet A
w3 B 98 A fegt § 93 iy &1 J21 7 feg Hed §9
29 fmfr 31 91 g9 wifr; gfg 7T deT! 3 A 83
MW%WW%W?@W?@?
feg 3t 38T Yo ¥ ugest 3% JI1 ¥9T! I uIes
J, gdt Ag §T9 yds J fan s &% J It fem
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Iret AHT

3dt gEdt 3 €3 39 ned 3 % W 8§38 If; feg
39" Heg It w3 et 3wt 9, of gt v 8e I, o
I, A3 UH "fger, W3 &7 7l »ff 3§ Trfagg <t
He3 3 Us &% ©f I TEiE, »f 8fd 77 J HS35 !
H'3 UH 3 HE|

fer 3g° fer udl 99 ug €3 Jet 3 feg dors
HEHY UBSHIT & uder, fer & uzeEdt € uzr
3 YSAT feg 13 fams fiw fammat #t & fidar
I fg 67 Head © us Ifenm; U8 @& UR|I AU
HIZ Ht | us fed 37 € 9 It I I fenet qEr
od Tt 3 ey ymAT feg fost I fa fea us
IHEB Ha famr, T@an det Ht odf, nifagsag 3
S| »Y feg s T IH 3T © 59 feg o v
3 AST i3t 63 fa Aed 1 a99 feg ufg® wet
I, 97 JEt IT, §T yer = vifen AT 3 U gy
fontt 721 »ad fes g J&d fed udt g% HI
s gy fenl B 38 doaT 9idg AS3S J fam
f&d #J 9 w9 feg JEt YHar 98 I51 3 usHT
& dledie § it wisd di9t v ger fesr feg |
Ufent®, &9, e € 9w Is fegt € €3, 1 984 HG,
&<, H3< JId i € 99 HIT »e| HA3< USHT &
<d fd37 3 I J HSATI H J 9% 3 Id Wd 58
Wﬁ%ﬂtﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁmm%aﬁ?—
‘39T wa HeT wg »il fegt afmedt feg g e
fRw, Harawr goH AW »ifed yd AY I8 I, fragt
éwm?mﬁwa@sﬁa@wwaa%am
&8 I A o8 Ag| uferd fanms 3 fry g
I3 & AowsT figdt oot 91 ferft 39t It SO
g d g S 3 Wi 28 AUE AS| mUd SHA
It 6% ffw #ft dg® © I J IR BT ALH IH
IHen Agaidt €t &1 aHTeEll »y € A gt '@
Fear fiy fefsam e 237 o8 T9 Y3U HoW fafmr
famm 3 A3 39 Wufger 3 3 gwrat et § 99 ww
AT J 3913t © IA3 UET ¥ JdE gfemT I H IEt
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g fiw #ft 91g fefzom & fer @ #a feg o g2 3t
Hod Yyaw {8 wer mifee o o I maer feg
5 Tsaussr 3 »ifist feg udee € aH3, 3 Gt €t
nmidt € ‘AN T Sat & 3 AUdftdt € €% AR 3d
wiufsmT J1

Af3ATT & Hiowt € et ufog feysa ge 99
HIdH H a8 J5 ‘Iea =3l IfT AIG I3
TI3T, a3 I 93 I for et Afsdar <t Adt
2fsnet 29es odt I Hadl, 1 Gud adt I GT Hi=t
o sfents g3 »mft 31 Wy & AuHast Afog feg
ganr I “Ife iy A Afar e’ Ao Hes At
w1y Y9 I fEsAs T A I Tomt © 2939
B 39 fa A= @ 91, oHt A9 99 Hie Ao ot
J@E e I H FoHf § At HEht ezt feg
896 896 I B1, 9491 1 I€ B I&T Hogst few gfadl
fen 3gt Afsrar feg yuz 9 F Hie ufgd wisnft
JaHt 3 g JgeT I 39 B dH daTT J, @F &H
<t aeg fiuer I W8 gens 3 39 A I UeH
USHT ¥ @ JI AU Afgr 99 uande 1 fag?
39 UoH #ff gsan@e g5 “msg I3 Y Im Ifami
Sun 98 wu 3 Han”

g g Ht! g 3, A < 3fe Uiz J9s @Et
I v afig ! afte 8 @9 @8 Hawe f 2a3d 39
onrar:- “3fg faaur Afg e |g sed @d Az
J fgqig, J HY UBHT, J 9d 3764 €, fqur Jad
W& BH ¥g, IF I TS Bg ¥ | H, T Tfaqm,
33 ©J T IS If, TH Jf, NIT T AL fE3aT
W3 J fa N 33 ©9 € ISH I 37 €I WA et
gor gt fggdft, HY UZFAT! J Ual3 Af39g | HE
MUE ©d Wd T8 ©d g Nl o feg fee a1 A<l
TR J €37 JF MIEH IJ USHT df | HE AFd
‘g faaur Afg s =g....1’

HY HIZ uSHT Ht | i 8T 7 9 o & suH
TH 3 A3t 3 »y 3 et I A3 IFT HeS oft ufey
JE I5, I1d #H ©f USs 8 3781 JET giage! €’
Ud JI9YdY J€ Jdd HY USHT & Iar WHT gyt 1
J9ydg <t Jar ot I 9t gE fimfaG | wins a9,
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Mystic Poet: Prof. Puran Singh

% Jasnoor Kaur

uran Singh (1881-1931) is one of the significant
authors, having a miraculous vision to perceive
the world around. The world to him is not merely the
objective realty but possesses harmony of both aspects;
object and subject, in which his whole self participates
in cosmic rhythm. The words of Guru create within him
the ocean of ecstasy. Being blessed with passion for
the Guru, the vision of Puran Singh was not ordinary.
The things perceived by him are not mere objects; his
consideration of the world is not temporal or static but
dynamically flowing through multiple shades of human
experience. His observations do not indulge in the
process of distinction between object and subject. He
observes and perceives things in harmony. He asserts
that ‘intellectual analysis is never right, perception
by soul is never wrong.” In his work, we can feel the
throb, harmony and reflection of cosmic music. With
his mystic and creative experiences, he adorns and
beautifies his work with metaphors and similes.

The early life of Puran Singh had several influences;
among them were Walt Whitman, Swami Ram Tirath and
Bhai Vir Singh, who left deep impact on his personality.
The discipleship of Swami Ram Tirath had made him
a monk. After the meeting with Bhai Vir Singh, he
regained his faith in Sikhism. Puran Singh combines
philosophy and poetry in whatever genre or language he
chooses to write. He has capacity to introduce a novel
style and genre, in which he talks about spirit versus
form, feelings versus intellect, and soul consciousness
versus ego and spiritual ecstasy versus ‘philosophical
sorrow’. In his writings, he touches such heights and
depths of experience that leave the heart and mind
bathed in sublime experience of literature, philosophy
and religion.

Through these writings collected in this volume, he
characterizes the Sikh spirit and assures that Khalsa
would never forward its own selfish interest, because
with the blessings of Guru, ‘I’ of the Khalsa gets
transformed into ‘Cosmic-I’. He says nobody should
be afraid of Khalsa of Guru Gobind Singh because ‘He
never sucks the bones of the material things’. He rejects
reason based stagnant thought structures like positivism
and different traditions in ‘romantic intellectualism’.
He prefers the position of art, religion and spirituality
to those of intellect, reason and logic. Puran Singh’s
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Prof. Puran Singh in the company of
Bhai Vir Singh and S. Tarlochan Singh

understanding about human life establishes him a
romantic and a mystic scholar of his times.
II

Puran Singh plays a significant role in framing the
Sikh historiography. After the Guru period, we can
trace some phases of Sikh historiography influenced
by the feudal, colonial and reformist viewpoints. Under
the impact of all these tendencies, Guru and Sikhi
are understood as just historical phenomena. This the
image of Guru is brought under linear development of
time; the popular way to understand reality. History
provides concrete examples, and is compelled to deal
with particular data or events which occurred in the
past. It just provides the details of past happenings but
not their spirit. Due to the feudalization of the Sikh
movement after Baba Banda Singh Bahadur, socio-
cultural development of Sikh tradition started to reflect
tribal complex of Rajput and Turkish racial tendencies.
Consequently, these influences led to predominance
of material and power inclinations over the Sikh spirit
which further resulted in the deterioration of the Sikh
praxis and way of living.
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Along with these models we also find that the
progressive movement made efforts to establish the
personality of Guru Gobind Singh Ji as a national hero
within the historical context. For the exponents of these
movements Gurbani was a form of poetry flowing out
of creative imagination and also inclined towards the
Sufi aesthetics. In such type of hermeneutical position,
spiritual concerns are analyzed from the ethical
standpoint. Here Puran Singh tried to free the ‘prophetic
image’ of Guru from the nationalistic model of secular
approach and tribal-racial psychology and stresses to
see the Guru through the ‘meta-historic method’.

Colonialism was not only ruling the land but also the
mind of people of the particular geography. Colonial
model had brought new structures of historiography,
interpretation and literature. Interpretation by indologists
created the hegemony of colonial model over the Sikh
spirit. It was successful for removing feudal domination,
but in itself has many problems. Puran Singh in his
works realizing the problems of colonialism and
feudalism tries to set free the Sikh spirit from patterns
established by these models. Another problem had arisen
in Sikh historiography with the advent of the reformist
movement among sikhs in late 19" and 20™ century. It
was Singh Sabha movement which tried to introduce
new research methods and educational system among
the Sikhs. The overall idiom the Singh Sabha authors
adopted was inspired by Sikhism but the method was
of colonial strategy. “The Singh Sabha Movement,
though working with in the colonial discourse, did
attempt to establish the centrality and supremacy of Ek
Onkar. Puran Singh, who was keenly aware of these
perils, interpreted Sikhi from a universal perspective
that stretched beyond any phenomena for localization
which might be open to geographical and racial biases.
Apart from this, he also interpreted Sikh Simran and
worked in the direction of translating it into the broader
social, cultural and political realms. With his spirit
filled with the fire of love, and with the grace of the
divine touch, he crossed socio-cultural-religious taboos
and transcended psychological bondages to delve into
the valleys of spirituality”.

In The Book of the Ten Masters, Seven Baskets of
Prose Poems, Spirit Born People, Anecdotes from Sikh
History, Spirit of the Sikh and Prakasina, he presents
creatively his own vision on Sikh historiography. To
Puran Singh the popular way of history writing in
modern academy cannot do justice to the prophetic
image of Sikh Gurus. Factual compilation is a never
ending and ongoing process. It is rational investigation
pretending to be knowledge of truth and based on
empirical evidence in which the divine, spiritual,
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sensitive and miraculous experiences of life are reduced
to empirical facts. Puran Singh understands history as:

“...a poor general record of the outer show and
theatrical activity and does not keep any record of the
silent life on the deeper levels of human society, which
alone in all times, has caused the greatest changes and
revolutions on the surface of this earth. Hence like other
objects of the world, the visible body of history is only
a small speck on the great invisible past”

Further Puran Singh says that history repeats itself.
But it does not repeat in the same form of events. Only
its spirit seems to take different forms. So every religion
is born to die, unless its spirit is living enough, powerful
enough, moving enough, to put fresh energy into its
system from time to time.3

In his further explanation of Sikh historiography,
Puran Singh says that Sikh history is basically the
exposition of Gurbani; aliving experience. He represents
Guru as eternal Spirit of universe, whereas history had
delimited the Guru by capturing the Guru in the cage
of time. It implies that the Guru as a person also exists
within particular points of time. So due to the problem
of being excessive attaches to the fact and evidence, the
past history has projected the Guru in historical time.
In Puran Singh’s depiction the Guru’s eternal nature
shifts from secular linearity to the ‘bestowed linearity’.
For him, the death and birth cannot confine Guru’s
cosmic presence but he the (Guru), according to Sikh
experience, existing before birth and would remain
forever. History, being limited to concrete examples
of the past, cannot encompass the cosmic presence of
the Guru. In this way, Puran Singh is trying to redefine
the conception of ‘bestowed linearity’ inspired by Sikh
experience and has paved the way to de-feudalize Sikh
history.

His remarks on history resemble the traditional
understanding of Sikhism. For example traditional
writings like Ganjnama and Tausif-O-Sna can be
consulted. Bhai Nand Lal Goya in his Ganjnama,
explains that earth, sky, creative forces and crores of
cosmic mother principles are in the service of Guru
Gobind Singh. Infinite structures of power are in the
obedience of Guru. All the spheres, directions, live in
oceans and continents and the world of mythological
beings attains its completeness by the blessing of the
tenth light of Guru Nanak’s Noor. The eternal light is
seated on earth with their egos. He describes Guru as
the treasure of authenticity, Unfolder of the world of
mysteries, Sage-Emperor, Bestower of blessings, King
of grace and mercy in the eyes of Almighty. Similarly
Puran Singh says that the viewers were love-stricken
and influenced by the glimpse of Guru Gobind Singh.
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The disciples kissing the dust of Guru’s feet were
accepted in the Divine court. He is the shelter and
support for the poor. Nature too quenches its thirst by
worshipping the Guru. Guru rules both the inner and
outer world. Showing the commitment of Sikh spirit of
Guru, elsewhere he states that :

“Our history is of the soul, all its events are to the
soul. All truth for us is personal. We have not to prove
it, we have to stand witness to it in our soul. By the title
Sikh, he linked us with Himself forever. And we cannot
tell ourselves away from him. It would be misery for us
if we turned out backs on him.”

In this process, Puran Singh tries to characterize
the spirit of Guru instead of posing him a national hero
or as Gandhi calls him as ‘misguided patriot’ or as
progressive movement defines Guru. In fact he does not
believe in fake nationalism directed towards to ordain
the hegemony of any one race, tribe, religion etc. He
is like Rabinder Nath Tagore, also dissatisfied with the
type of emerging contemporary nationalism in India
and thinks that Indian anthropology can maintain its
spiritual, social and political balance only through the
character of Guru Gobind Singh ji.

He tries to explore the real image of the Guru in
Sabad’s spiritual position which in its nature is ‘meta-
historical’. In the modern academy, the Guru is still
repeatedly being considered as a historical person fixed
in the contemporary temporal situations. But tradition
of Sabad acknowledges that so many layers of time keep
existing independently as well as simultaneously, thus
a true sikh, during his contemplative moments, takes
history to the meta-historic level. “It is the experience
of Adi Sach in the form of Sakhi that has capacity to
entwine within itself the multiplicities of time and
space.” Here it will also be useful for our readers to
have a look of major features of Meta-history that are
mentioned below:

i. It turns historical linearity of time to ‘bestow
linearity’ in which physical time transcends its own
boundaries by taking shelter into the eternal time (4kaal
or Adi Sach).

ii. Meta-History transforms itself into the
experience of Sakhi, having so many shades on different
levels of consciousness, with a different understanding
of space and time. Here symbol and myth also enjoy
their space for experimentations.

iii. It also creates the conception of authentic
duality, in which distinctive identities can be located
together in ‘transparent relationship’. If the duality is
not authentic, then there is the danger of either going
to monism or monotheism. In monism there is either
the predominance of one, while rejecting the presence
of other or total assimilation of self in the other, thus
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O Flower Gatherer

“O Flower Gatherer!” says the rose,
“Tear me not away from my parent stem!

Linked with it, the life sap of the infinite life
flows through me.

I blossom and glow and perfume the very
univese.

All that come hither may drink of joy from the
fragrant scent of my soul.

“O flower gatherer! why dost thou take me
away, to have me all for thyself, thine only,
denied to all others!

Ah! it will be so, it will be so, thou wilt have
me all for thyself.

But thou wilt retain me for less than a
twinkling of an eye.

And I, my pefume, my beauty, my soul, and
all I am will die.”

(@ T g% 33T TV )

- Bhai Vir Singh, Translated by Prof. Puran Singh

L e

leaving no space for dualistic or pluralistic existences.
In monotheism, the belief in one controlling God results
in the formation of ritualism and ethics. Here mutual
transparency cannot be established; rather distance
between subject and object is considered natural and
necessary. Subject always bears a victorious status over
the “other’, dictating through ethics. The dualities we
find in both the systems are not authentic but hegemonic
in nature, where supremacy of subject and fear of the
other consistently prevails. The meta-historic treatment
frees human consciousness from the fear of duality to
authentic duality.

Therefore, the historiography arising from humanism,
linear history, poetic expression, dominance of social
aspects and psychological insights cannot describe and
grasp the a priori status of Guru.

Courtesy: from the preface of
Guru Gobind Singh, The Tenth Master
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